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The Journal for Advancing Justice (JAJ) invites submissions for a special issue on “Best Practices for 
Addressing Probation and Parole Violations and Reducing Revocations.” This special issue is 
scheduled to be published in the fall of 2020. The deadline for submissions is Friday, April 24, 
2020.   
 
Background 
Approximately one-quarter of state prison admissions in the U.S. are the result of technical 
violations of probation or parole not involving a new criminal offense; in 20 states, more than 50% 
of revocations result from technical violations.i  Many of these revocations are driven by substance 
use or mental health disorders, manifested by a failure to comply with treatment, testing positive 
repeatedly for alcohol or illicit drug use, or violating other supervision conditions, such as curfews 
or payment of victim restitution. 
 
In 2017, the President’s Commission on Combating Drug Addiction and the Opioid Crisis 
recommended that: “Individuals with an SUD [substance use disorder] who violate probation terms 
with substance use should be diverted into drug court, rather than prison” (p. 16.).ii Compliance 
with this recommendation is complicated by the fact that nearly 50% of drug courts exclude 
persons who have committed a drug-related offense or technical violation while on probation, or 
who previously received probation or a treatment-diversion opportunity.iii  
 
Substantial changes in eligibility criteria for treatment courts and other treatment-oriented 
programs are needed to address the opioid crisis and high incarceration rates in the U.S. Treatment 
courts and other programs may also need to adapt their policies and practices substantially to serve 
a higher-risk and/or higher-need population of probation and parole violation cases.  
 
Special Issue 
The JAJ invites articles describing the rationale for and procedures employed in treatment courts, 
probation or parole agencies, and other rehabilitation programs serving persons charged with 
probation or parole technical violations or new offenses fueled by substance use or mental health 
disorders or other pressing social service needs (e.g., homelessness). Manuscripts are especially 
sought that:  

• Examine the characteristics and criminogenic need profiles of individuals facing probation 
or parole revocations; 

• Report evidence of program effectiveness or cost-effectiveness in reducing revocations and 
returns to custody; 



 
 

• Examine the appropriate target population for various program models; 
• Describe implementation challenges and solutions; or 
• Identify best practices associated with better outcomes in these programs. 

 
About the JAJ 
Developed and published by the National Association of Drug Court Professionals (NADCP), the JAJ 
provides justice and public health professionals, policymakers and other thought leaders, 
academics, scholars, and researchers a forum to share evidence-based and promising practices at 
the intersection of the justice and public health systems. The journal strives to bridge the gap 
between what has proven effective and what is often considered business as usual.  
 
Although the JAJ emphasizes scholarship and scientific research, it serves a readership primarily 
comprised by practitioners and policymakers, including judges, prosecutors, defense attorneys, 
probation and parole officers, treatment providers, law enforcement officers, and court 
administrators. To that end, manuscripts should minimize scientific or technical jargon and 
emphasize the implications of research findings for best practices in the field. 
 
Instructions to Authors 
Author guidelines, information about submitting manuscripts, and examples of past JAJ volumes 
can be obtained at nadcp.org/advancingjustice/journal-for-advancing-justice. Manuscripts may be 
submitted through NADCP’s online portal or directly to the managing editors. If submitting directly, 
please email both: 

• Brooke Glisson: bglisson@allrise.org 
• Dr. Maggie Martin: maggie_martin@abtassoc.com 

 
For all other inquiries, please contact Brooke Glisson at bglisson@allrise.org or 571-384-1862. 
 

i Council of State Governments Justice Center. (2019). Confined and costly: How supervision violations are filling 
prisons and burdening budgets. Available at https://csgjusticecenter.org/confinedandcostly/ 

ii https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/images/Final_Report_Draft_11-1-2017.pdf 
iii SevIgny, E.L. et al. (2013). Can Drug Courts Help to Reduce Prison and Jail Populations? Annals of the American 

Academy of Political and Social Science, 647, 190-212.  Doi: 10.1177/0002716213476258. 
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