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The Journal for Advancing Justice (JAJ) invites submissions for a special issue on “Emerging Best 
Practices for Law Enforcement Diversion and Deflection Programs.” This special issue is scheduled 
to be published in the fall of 2020. The deadline for submissions is Friday, April 24, 2020.   
 
Background 
Recent years have witnessed a rapid proliferation of law enforcement initiatives designed to refer 
individuals to substance use or mental health treatment and other indicated services in lieu of a 
criminal arrest or complaint. The goal is to use law enforcement encounters as an opportunity (or 
teachable moment) to identify persons in crisis, offer indicated services, enhance motivation for 
change, and in some cases use the possibility of an arrest as leverage to incentivize treatment entry 
and retention.  
 
The programs differ along many dimensions, including: 

• Eligibility criteria;  
• Whether the person is taken initially into custody (albeit temporarily); 
• Whether a criminal complaint or civil citation is issued, and if so, whether it may be 

expunged upon completion of treatment; 
• Whether a diversion opportunity is offered after arrest but prior to initial appearance or 

arraignment;  
• The requisite length and conditions of treatment and other services, if any; and  
• Whether case managers, law enforcement officers, or community volunteers monitor 

treatment progress and deliver incentives or sanctions based on compliance. 
 
Although preliminary findings and observational reports are promising for several models, few 
outcome studies with adequate methodologies have been conducted. Moreover, no published study 
to date has examined what clinical needs or criminogenic risk characteristics of participants appear 
to be suited for the programs, and how services should be matched to the nature or severity of 
participants’ risk and need profiles.  
 
Special Issue 
The JAJ invites articles describing the rationale for and procedures employed in emerging and 
promising law enforcement diversion or deflection models, with an emphasis on basic or applied 
research supporting various features of the programs. Manuscripts are especially sought that 



 
 

report evidence of program effectiveness or cost-effectiveness, the appropriate target population 
for various program models, and best practices associated with better outcomes. 
 
About the JAJ 
Developed and published by the National Association of Drug Court Professionals (NADCP), the JAJ 
provides justice and public health professionals, policymakers and other thought leaders, 
academics, scholars, and researchers a forum to share evidence-based and promising practices at 
the intersection of the justice and public health systems. The journal strives to bridge the gap 
between what has proven effective and what is often considered business as usual.  
 
Although the JAJ emphasizes scholarship and scientific research, it serves a readership primarily 
comprised by practitioners and policymakers, including judges, prosecutors, defense attorneys, 
probation and parole officers, treatment providers, law enforcement officers, and court 
administrators. To that end, manuscripts should minimize scientific or technical jargon and 
emphasize the implications of research findings for best practices in the field. 
 
Instructions to Authors 
Author guidelines, information about submitting manuscripts, and examples of past JAJ volumes 
can be obtained at nadcp.org/advancingjustice/journal-for-advancing-justice. Manuscripts and 
other inquiries may also be submitted directly to managing editor Brooke Glisson at 
bglisson@allrise.org or 571-384-1862. 
 
  
 

https://www.nadcp.org/advancingjustice/journal-for-advancing-justice/
mailto:bglisson@allrise.org

