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Drug Courts reduce the defi cit by 

saving up to $27 for every $1 invested.1 

   Drug Courts reduce crime by up to 45%.2

Drug Courts serve veterans suffering 

from substance abuse and mental 

health disorders.

A federal investment must be made. 
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 Budget Solution
Budget Solution

Now more than ever, it is critical that federal dollars are 
only spent on cost-effective programs with proven results. 

Research shows Drug Courts are the most successful and cost 
effective program for dealing with drug-addicted offenders in 
our criminal justice system.

Drug Courts are a budget solution because they lower criminal 
justice system costs by reducing jail/prison use and cutting crime. 
Drug Courts transform individuals who previously drained the 
system of resources and turn them into productive, working and 
tax-paying citizens. 

All fi fty State Supreme Court Justices agree: Drug Courts 

are “the most effective strategy for reducing drug abuse 

and criminal recidivism.”3 

Drug Courts save as much as $27 for every $1 invested when 
considering only direct and measurable offsets such as reduced 
re-arrests, law enforcement contacts, court hearings, and the use of 
jail or prison beds. Drug Courts provide additional benefi ts such as 
reduced foster care placement and health care utilization. As a result, 
Drug Courts save up to $13,000 for every individual they serve.4

Drug Courts:

Drug Courts save 

taxpayers billions by 

breaking the cycle of 

crime and addiction.



The Government Accountability Offi ce: 

Drug Courts save money and 

signifi cantly reduce crime.5 

In 2009, Drug Courts saved 

taxpayers $8.3 billion in 

federal and state funding.6

Cost savings are realized within 

the same budget year. 
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Safety Solution
Public Safety Solution

Drug Courts: 

Drug Courts

Traditional Criminal 
Justice System

R emarkably, 75% of Drug Court graduates remain arrest free, 
 and the longest Drug Court study to date found reductions 

in crime last as long as 14 years.7 By comparison, only 30% of 
individuals released from prison never reoffend.8

$60 billion9

National expenditures

$306.8 million11

Federal and State 

expenditures

$22,65010

Average annual cost
per prisoner

$6,98512

Average annual cost per 

Drug Court participant

30%
Success rate of drug
abusers released 
from prison

75%
Success rate of 

Drug Court graduates

Funding Cost
Success

Drug Courts transform 

lives by combining 

personal responsibility 

and accountability.



Drug Courts reduce crime by 

as much as 45% compared to 

traditional sentences. 

Drug Courts work: 

Better than jail or prison

Better than probation alone

Better than treatment alone. 

�

Public Safety Solution
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Solution for Veterans
Solution for Veterans in Need

Drug Courts: 

Federal funding 

is critical for Drug 

Courts to serve 

veterans in need.

Most veterans return home strengthened by their military service. 
But the combat experience has unfortunately left a growing 

number of veterans with service related trauma. Left untreated, 
these issues can directly lead to substance abuse, homelessness and 
involvement in the criminal justice system. Drug Courts and Veterans 
Treatment Courts have emerged as a front-line solution to restore 
the health and future of our veterans while saving critical resources. 

According to the U.S. Department of Veterans Administration, the 
number of veterans being treated for mental illness and substance-
use disorders has increased 38% since 2004. It is estimated that out of 
the over 2.4 million veterans13 of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
approximately 460,000 suffer from post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD) or major depression.14 Approximately 345,000 has a substance 
abuse problem.15

Communities across the country are taking action to ensure that 
justice-involved veterans suffering from substance abuse, mental health 
and/or trauma are held accountable, but are also given the opportunity 
to remain employed and provide for their families while receiving 
the benefi ts, treatment and services they have earned in a Drug Court 
or Veterans Treatment Court. In the fi rst fi ve years over 100 Veterans 
Treatment Courts have launched with hundreds more being planned. 

These programs involve cooperation and collaboration between the 
state and local stakeholders. Added to this interdisciplinary team are 
representatives of the VA – Veterans Health Administration (VHA) 
and the Veterans Benefi t Administration (VBA).

Drug Courts and Veterans Treatment Courts expedite access to veterans’ 
benefi ts and services, economize resources and provide a stopgap for 
future homelessness and incarceration. We must ensure these programs 
remain available for those who have honorably served this country and 
now need our help; particularly as we prepare for an infl ux of veterans 
returning home. 



A Solution for Veterans

American Legion 

AMVETS (American Veterans)

Blue Star Mothers of America

Disabled American Veterans

Marine Corps League 

Military Families United

National Association of State 

Directors of Veterans Affairs

Veterans of Foreign Wars

NADCP IS HONORED TO HAVE 
THE SUPPORT OF THE NATION’S MOST RESPECTED 

VETERANS SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS
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Drug Courts now number over 2,700 and are located in every 
U.S. state and territory. Each year Drug Courts successfully 

serve over 136,600 seriously drug-addicted individuals.16 But 
Drug Courts have yet to reach their full potential. In 2008, the 
Department of Justice identifi ed 1.2 million individuals in the 
criminal justice system who would be best served by Drug Courts 
- if only critical funding were available to expand program capacity. 

In order to expand Drug Courts a federal investment must 

be made. 

In order to expand Drug Courts to serve every eligible, substance 
abusing offender and provide critical savings to this nation, a federal 
investment must be made. Now more than ever, it is vital that federal 
dollars only be spent on programs with proven results and which 
achieve the greatest cost savings. Drug Courts reduce the defi cit, 
reduce crime and serve our veterans in need. A federal investment 
must be made. 

A federal investment of $250 million will: 

l  Save taxpayers $6.8 billion. 

l  Signifi cantly reduce recidivism. 

l  Expand capacity of Drug Courts to serve veterans in the 

criminal justice system.

l Save state and local prison space for dangerous offenders. 

The Next Step

Drug Courts: 

An investment with 

unprecedented 

results.

The Next Step





1029 North Royal Street
Suite 201
Alexandria, VA 22314

703.575.9400
703.575.9402 Fax

www.AllRise.org




